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I. Introduction: Much of our struggles are due to fulfilling our own desires for ourselves. 
A. Much of our strained and broken relationships come out of selfishness. 
1. Though we fool ourselves into thinking we give of ourselves from pure love, we really give out of manipulation to receive back.
a.  (Thoughts, feelings, statements like “I have done so much for you, you SHOULD, or you AUGHT, or IT’s ONLY RIGHT.” 
2. Feelings and thoughts like these helps us see where our hearts are really at. 
3. When we hold something against someone it reveals our selfish heart. 
4. When we can’t forgive and let go it reveals our selfish heart. 
5. Many of us are like me “passive aggressive” I won’t lash out but inside I’ll hold back love. 
B. Much of what we do is for the goal of getting ahead, whether in business or getting one over on some individual. 
	1. We are focused on how I can get to the top and be the best
	2. We focus on everyone liking us
3. Some will say they aren’t interested in getting to the top which makes them better than all others.
4. Pride shows up at the most strangest times and through the most insecure feelings
C. This selfishness gets in the way and prevents growth and success in every area of our lives. 
1. While we hold onto pride and selfishness God cannot move in our lives and fully bless us as He desires to do.
		2. Pride prevents greatness
This is some of the greatest scripture written about Jesus
II. (Phil. 2:5-11) Three characteristics of humility that Jesus demonstrated 
A. (vs. 6) He gave up position as God to God the Father 
	1. The great creator of the universe did not struggle to hold onto a position
	2. Authority and position wasn’t important to Him.
	3. Jesus never tried to hold onto anything 
		a. Not even that, which was rightfully His.
4. This scripture gives us such insight of what Jesus was like or who Jesus was, it truly reflects His character. 
5. This is like the culmination of all that Jesus is.
6.  Jesus was constantly revealing His humility. 
7. Though Jesus was God, He never considered Himself to be equal with God the Father. 
	B. (vs. 7) Jesus was God and humbled Himself and became man. 
1. Became man the incorruptible becoming corruptible,
2. Not only did He lay down His right to be God, He subjected Himself to His own creation
3. If ever there was a man that would have the right to be proud, or consider their own greatness it would be Jesus, but what did He do? 
4.  He who was perfect and never experienced the consequence of sin became sin. 
5.  He didn’t only take sin on Himself, He became sin
a. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NASB) 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
b. He then experienced the ultimate consequence of sin – God’s Wrath
6. I believe it would be safe to say that the majority of the problems in our homes, in the world are caused be man’s selfish, pride and could be better if we would be humble as Jesus exemplified. 
		7. Not only did Jesus take the form of man He emptied Himself. 
a. (2Corin. 8:9) Jesus gave up all that was of value to Him 
8. The only position He took on was that of a bond-servant. 
a. One who chooses to serve another, 
b. One who chooses to be a slave to others, 
c. One who becomes nothing so that others will have more.  
9. A bond-servant is one who is on the lowest scale of servitude. 
10. He is one who gives himself up to the will of another. 
11. This takes us back to vs. 3 & 4. 
a. Jesus considered others as more important than Himself and looked out for others interests. 
		12. Think of how hard that would be for us.
a. One reason it would be so hard is because we are afraid we would be taken advantage of 
	C. (vs.8) Another act of humility is to be obedient. 
1. Jesus humbled himself to the point of humiliation. The cross was intended to be very humiliating. 
2. Jesus humbled Himself to the obedience to the Father. 
d. Humility is willingly giving yourself up for the sake of others.
3. Jesus humbled Himself even to the point of death, death on a cross. 
4. Jesus humbled Himself to man, His very creation allowing them to kill Him. 
III. (vs.9-11) Results of Jesus’ humility
A. Because of Jesus’ humility He was given the greatest and highest honor of any man. 
1. God the Father exalting Him high above all else. 
2. It’s one thing to be honored by a man or even the leader of a nation, but to be honored by the Almighty Creator God, there is no greater honor. 
3. That at His name “Jesus” everyone will bow. 
4. In other words everyone will be humbled. 
5. Just the mention of His name will cause great honor and humility by all. 
6. God our Father has given Jesus supreme power and authority over all.
7. God our Father has given Jesus the right to receive supreme worship.
III. (vs. 5) God calls us to have the same attitude as Jesus did
A.  No one ever has or ever will come close to humbling himself like Jesus did.
	B. This is the type of humility God calls us to. 
	C. 1) Be willing to let go of our position or desire for position
		1. If you are in a place of authority, what would it look like to give that up as Jesus did?
		2. If we want to be great we must humble ourselves as Jesus did. 
a. Those in authority receive greater respect due to humility than those who demand authority or respect.
3. If we want better relationships we must humble ourselves as Jesus did.
4. If we want God’s blessings and stand above others we must humble ourselves as Jesus did. 
5. We must come to the place in our lives where our lives mean nothing and God’s will is everything, as Jesus did. 
6. We have to be willing to give up criticisms, jealousy, our own ambitions, negative feelings and desires for position and recognition. 
	D. 2) Be submissive to your fellow man “take on the form of a bondservant”
		1. Choose to serve others
		2. Choose to take on the lowliest position
	E. 3) Be obedient to God your Father
		1. That means dying to your own self needs and wants
		2. You become less important while others become more important
IV. If we want to be used by God and be lifted up (not like Jesus) but have significance then we must be humble as Jesus was. 
A. If we want respect then we must be humble. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]B. If we want to be honored then we must be humble. 
C. This doesn’t mean we will gain all this while here on earth but when we go to be with our Father. 
1. Just as Jesus did. 
2. Our main goal, our main hope as believers is for the Heavenly realm. 
3. Thinking and making this our goal is the hardest thing to do.
D. Humility isn’t being insecure but humility transmits and reflects security and strength.  
1. If we want greatness and respect we must have the same attitude which was in Jesus Christ.
2. Humility does lead to greatness.

  Jesus Christ became sin for men, and died as their sin, all for the just wrath of God.
In a sense, hanging there upon the cross Christ was not even a man; He was sin, the very embodiment of sin. 
In some way He embraced all the sin of the world and died for the sins of men. 
There is no greater humility then Jesus giving His life for you and me. 
	May we exemplify our savior with His humility in our lives.

